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for such an appeal At the time that Hitler had repudiated the
Locarno Pact he had said that he would honour its subsidiary
treaties, including the arbitration treaty with Czechoslovakia. On
March I4th, 1938, the British Prime Minister had explained the
situation to the House of Commons. He said that Marshal Goering,
only three days earlier, on the day of Germany's occupation of
Austria, had assured the Czech representative in Berlin that the
German Government wished most earnestly to improve its relations
with Czechoslovakia. Later that same day Goering had repeated
this assurance to the Czech Minister in Hitler's name. That day,
too, Baron Von Neurath, of the German Foreign Office, had given
the Czech Minister further assurance that Germany would con-
sider herself bound by the Locarno arbitration agreement of October,
1925. Germany, then, had twice proclaimed herself ready to fulfil
the subsidiary obligations of the Locarno Pact, and to submit
differences with Czechoslovakia to arbitration. Why, then, not call
on her now to submit this conflict to arbitration, in accord with the
spirit and the word of the Pact?

So Benes and his colleagues had reasoned; so they said in their
formal reply to England and France.

" Germany," a Foreign Office official said to me, " should be the
last Power in the world to object to our proposal, and the British
Prime Minister, who had announced in the House of Commons on
March I4th Germany's readiness to abide by the Locarno arbitra-
tion clauses, should be the last person in the world to inform us
that these clauses are null and void."

" Has the British Premier told you these Locarno clauses were
null and void?" I asked.

" Of course not; but-----"

" But what?" I persisted,

"Well," he answered; "let's see what happens now." He
avoided a direct answer to my question.